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National Adoption Month is an 
initiative of the Children's Bureau that 
seeks to increase national awareness 
of adoption issues, bring attention 
to the need for adoptive families 
for teens in the U.S. foster care 
system, and emphasize the value of 
youth engagement. 

What's 
Inside

childwelfare.gov/adoptionmonth

http://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
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Use the free graphics, sample social media 
posts, email signatures, and messages in this 
outreach toolkit to show your support this 
November. 

National Adoption Month is an initiative of 
the Children's Bureau that seeks to increase 
national awareness of adoption issues, bring 
attention to the need for adoptive families 
for teens in the U.S. foster care system, and 
emphasize the value of youth engagement.  

We continue to focus our efforts on adoption 
for teens because we know that teens in 
foster care wait longer for permanency and 
are at higher risk of aging out than younger 
children. Teens need love, support, and a 
sense of belonging that families can provide. 
Securing lifelong connections for these teens, 
both legally and emotionally, is a critical 
component in determining their future 
achievement, health, and well-being. 

Engaging youth on their journey to 
permanency should not be an overwhelming 
or daunting task. During the current 
workforce crisis, we know that many adoption 
professionals are experiencing burnout from 
high caseloads and complex family needs, but 
it's important to know that it does not always 
take a time-intensive intervention to make a 
major difference in a young person's life.

That is what the Children's Bureau is 
recognizing this year with the theme "Small 
Steps Open Doors." It emphasizes that small 
efforts can have large impacts in permanency 
planning and can lead to positive outcomes 
for youth. 

Caseworkers and other professionals have 
the ability to make opportunities available 
to youth. By taking advantage of every 
opportunity to engage youth in meaningful 
ways, professionals can be the keys to opening 
doors to permanency that had once seemed 
impossible.

Join the email list to stay connected to the 
latest updates on National Adoption Month.

If you have any questions, please contact us at 
info@childwelfare.gov. 

Introduction

Thousands of teenagers across the country need permanent families. 
You can make a difference by helping to raise awareness during National 
Adoption Month. 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACFCWIG/subscriber/new?topic_id=USACFCWIG_NAM
mailto:info%40childwelfare.gov?subject=
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Getting Started: Timeline
 
Mark your calendar!
Consider the following timeline to schedule your planned actions for National Adoption Month and 
find tools to help with each idea in this outreach toolkit.

Visit the National Adoption Month website to explore the new and updated 
resources and information to help you plan your community outreach. 

September/
October

Today marks the start of National Adoption Month! Update your social media 
cover images with our National Adoption Month banners and publish a post 
announcing the first day of National Adoption Month. Pair your posts with the 
hashtags #SmallSteps and #NationalAdoptionMonth.

November 1

Show that small efforts can lead to big changes when supporting teens and 
youth on their path to permanency. Share the "Small Steps" GIF and graphics in 
your email newsletters and on your social media pages. 

November,  
Week 1

Show your commitment to youth engagement by using the hashtag 
#AskYouthChallenge on social media to proudly show that you are making 
youths' voices heard in their permanency planning. Use the Ask Youth graphics as 
conversation starters to create opportunities to build relationships with youth. 

November,  
Week 2

Download the quick tips graphics and reference them as you work to prioritize 
youth voice in case planning. Also incorporate the resources on the National 
Adoption Month website to help improve your work. 

November,  
Week 3

Browse our sample social media posts to pair with the graphics and help keep 
the conversation going! 

November,  
Week 4

Don't stop spreading the word—use these messages and resources throughout the year.

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/graphics/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/social-media/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/social-media/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Small_Steps_Open_Doors_Video.mp4
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/graphics/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam2022/spread-the-word/ask/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/graphics/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/social-media/
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Social Media

There are over 117,000 children and youth 
waiting to be adopted who are at risk of aging 
out of foster care without permanent family 
connections. Find resources and tools on the 
#NationalAdoptionMonth website that can 
help youth achieve permanency. 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/professionals/

November is National Adoption Month. Learn 
more about how #SmallSteps can help build 
relationships with youth and open doors to 
opportunities that once seemed impossible. 
#NationalAdoptionMonth  
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/

Be a champion for youth! Find resources 
and tools on the #NationalAdoptionMonth 
website that will help engage youth in 
conversations about permanency and build on 
their strengths and interests.  
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/professionals/

#NationalAdoptionMonth raises awareness 
about teen adoption. Follow  
@childwelfaregov to find resources and tools 
that will help you learn more. 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/

#SmallSteps can make all the difference 
for the thousands of youth in foster care. 
Help open doors for youth on their path to 
permanency. #NationalAdoptionMonth 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/

Everyone has a role to play in helping youth 
achieve their permanency goals. Take 
#SmallSteps and open the doors for youth 
during #NationalAdoptionMonth 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/

Promote National Adoption Month 
in November by using your social 
networks to help raise awareness.   
Use the hashtags #NationalAdoptionMonth and 
#SmallSteps to stay connected to the campaign, 
and follow Child Welfare Information Gateway 
and the Children's Bureau for easy-to-share 
National Adoption Month posts.

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Follow our social media accounts to 
share resources and information.

TWITTER:  @childwelfaregov

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/childwelfare

www.facebook.com/thechildrensbureau

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/professionals/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/professionals/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/professionals/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/professionals/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://twitter.com/ChildWelfareGov
https://www.facebook.com/childwelfare
https://www.facebook.com/thechildrensbureau
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"Kids look up to their caseworker; they look 
to them as the one person who will believe 
in them." —Adopted youth. Spread awareness 
about the small steps we can take to open 
doors for youth on their path to permanency. 
#NationalAdoptionMonth  
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/

By taking advantage of every opportunity to 
engage youth in meaningful ways, you have 
the potential to open doors that had once 
seemed impossible for youth in foster care. 
#SmallSteps #NationalAdoptionMonth  
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/nam/

Key 
Statistics 
About 
Adoption

Include the latest information about children 
and youth waiting for adoption in your 
communications. 
The following are key data from the Adoption and Foster 
Care Analysis and Reporting System fiscal year 2020 report 
about adoption from foster care in the United States in 2020:

 � There were over 117,000 children and youth waiting to 
be adopted who were at risk of aging out of foster care 
without permanent family connections. 

 – More than half (52 percent) were male, and 48 percent 
were female. 

 – The three races or ethnicities with the largest 
percentages of children waiting were White (44 
percent), Hispanic (23 percent), and Black or African 
American (22 percent). 

 – The average age was 8 years old.

 – The average time in foster care was 33 months. 

 � More than one in five children in the U.S. foster care 
system waiting to be adopted were teens. 

 � Only 5 percent of all children who were adopted in 2020 
were 15–18 years old.

Additionally, teens in foster care have an increased risk of 
homelessness and human trafficking compared with younger 
children.

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/report/afcars-report-28
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Graphics

Grab attention with free National Adoption Month 
graphics. 
The graphics can be added to your website, blog, newsletter, 
emails, social media pages, and other digital communications. 
Each graphic uses the National Adoption Month 2022 branding 
and style approved by the Children's Bureau.   

Right-click on the graphic and select "Save Picture As" or 
download it from the website. 

Download the entire 
graphics package, 
including:

 � Social Media 
Banners

 � Themed Graphics
 � GIFs

GIFS

 GIF 1     GIF 2

COVER PHOTOS

 Facebook Cover Photo | Twitter Cover Photo 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/graphics/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/nam2022-shareable-graphics.zip
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/nam2022-shareable-graphics.zip
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month-november-is.gif
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Small_Steps_Open_Doors_Video.mp4
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-facebook.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-twitter-banner.jpg
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THEMED GRAPHICS

                   

 Square | Rectangle 

Rectangle 

Rectangle

Square | Rectangle

https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-november-square.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-november-rectangle2.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-tips-youth-voice.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/Tips-Engaging-Youth-compressed-adoption-month2021-tips-engaging-youth.png
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-november-square2.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-november-rectangle.jpg
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SMALL STEPS GRAPHICS

 Square      Square 

 Square      Square 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-small-steps-carousel-graphics-source.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-small-steps-carousel-graphics-whole.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-small-steps-carousel-graphics-strengths.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-small-steps-carousel-graphics-goals.jpg
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ASK YOUTH GRAPHICS

 Square      Square 

 Square      Square 

 Square      Square 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-ask-me-carousel-graphics-conversation.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-ask-me-carousel-graphics-needs.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-ask-me-carousel-graphics-permanency.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-ask-me-carousel-graphics-day.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-ask-me-carousel-graphics-support.jpg
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-ask-me-carousel-graphics-trauma.jpg
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Sample Messages

MESSAGE #1

Audience:  General
Subject:  November is National Adoption Month!

Over 117,000 children and youth across the country are in foster care waiting for a forever 
family. For teenagers at risk of aging out of foster care, it is just as important to secure a 
permanent sense of belonging.

This year, during National Adoption Month, the Children's Bureau within the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services urges us to focus on how Small Steps Open 
Doors for youth along their journey toward permanency. Being the person to ask youth 
what's important to them, telling them you have their back, and keeping an open mind 
are some of the small, yet impactful, actions that can build trust and lead to meaningful 
conversations that uncover possibilities for permanency. 

Visit the website to learn more about National Adoption Month and find tools and resources 
to educate yourself and your community about how we can achieve better outcomes for 
children and youth in need.  

National Adoption Month is an annual campaign sponsored by the Children's Bureau in 
partnership with Child Welfare Information Gateway and AdoptUSKids.  

Stay connected throughout the month to raise awareness by following 
#NationalAdoptionMonth on Facebook  and Twitter.  

Share this year's National Adoption Month resources using these sample 
messages in emails, blog posts, newsletters, or in other communications.

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/
https://adoptuskids.org
https://www.facebook.com/childwelfare
https://twitter.com/ChildWelfareGov
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MESSAGE #2

Audience:  Professionals
Subject:  National Adoption Month Highlights Resources that Offer Small Steps  
  to Build Relationships With Youth & Improve Permanency Outcomes

November is National Adoption Month. The Children's Bureau within the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services urges all communities to remain committed to finding 
permanency for all youth in foster care.   

It does not always take a time-intensive intervention to make a major difference in a 
young person's life. Instead, taking small steps can have large impacts in engaging youth in 
permanency planning and can help lead to positive outcomes. These steps can help build 
trust and ultimately guide a young person toward a brighter future. 

By taking advantage of every opportunity to engage youth in meaningful ways, professionals 
can be the keys to open doors to permanency that had once seemed impossible.

Visit the National Adoption Month website to discover resources and tools to help you 
prioritize taking small steps to build relationships with young people in foster care. Find best 
practices, new strategies, and state examples of success and learn from youth and families 
with lived experience.

Help spread the word during the month of November and throughout the year. Stay 
connected on Facebook and Twitter. #NationalAdoptionMonth #SmallSteps

Email 
Signature 
Block

Add the National Adoption Month signature 
block to every email you send to help raise 
awareness. 

Download 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/spread-the-word/
https://www.facebook.com/childwelfare
https://twitter.com/ChildWelfareGov
https://www.childwelfare.gov/assets/CWIG/assets/Image/si-shareable-graphics/nam2022-shareable/adoption-month2022-email-signature-300dpi.png


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Administration for Children and Families 
Administration on Children, Youth and Families 
Children's Bureau

STAY CONNECTED
Keeping your community engaged on the importance of 
adoption is important all year. 

Follow us on social media to find out about new resources, 
and check out our free subscriptions for year-round 
adoption support.

TWITTER:  @childwelfaregov

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/childwelfare
  www.facebook.com/thechildrensbureau

If you have a few minutes, please help us improve next 
year's campaign. 

TAKE THE SURVEY! 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACFCWIG/subscriber/new
https://twitter.com/ChildWelfareGov
https://www.facebook.com/childwelfare
https://www.facebook.com/thechildrensbureau
https://icfinternational.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4TLSgzcJvgXMJFk?SURVEYSOURCE=22NAMEMBED
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